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Dear DirectorRogers,

Re: The Affect of Air ForceActivities on theBarry M.
GoldwaterRangeOn the SonoranPronghorn

We arewriting on behalfof Defendersof Wildlife (“Defenders”)to expressour
concernsregardingthe affectsof ongoingmilitary activities at the Barry M. GoldwaterAir
Force Range(“GoldwaterRange”)on the endangeredSonoranPronghorn. In responseto
Defenders’60-daynoticeletterallegingseveralseparateviolationsof the ESA by the Air
Force -- including Section9 and Section7 -- on September3, 1996 theAir Forcesentthe Fish
andWildlife Service(“FWS” or “Service”) a Biological Assessment(“BA”) addressingthis
issue. The BA concludesthat military activities on the GoldwaterRangeare not likely to
adverselyaffect the species. Basedon the BA, theAir Forcehasaskedthe FWS to concur
with this conclusion,which would end formal consultationbeforeit has begun. Defendershas
sincefiled a lawsuitagainsttheAir Forceon this matter,Defendersof Wildlife v. Sheila
Widnall, C.A. No. 96-2117(D.D.C.).

Severalexpertbiologistsfamiliar with thepronghornsituationon theGoldwaterRange
haveanalyzedthis BA, and find it deficientin numerousrespects.Attachedto this letter is a
submissionfrom DennisA. Hosack,P.hD., a ConservationBiologist at Defenderswho has
studiedthis issueclosely. In addition, ChristineMaher,P.hD.,a professorat MontanaState
University, is sendinga submissionunderseparatecover. Thesescientistsagreethat theBA is
inadequate,and cannotform thebasis for a conclusionthat military activitiesare not adversely
affecting thepronghorn. Although theAir Forcehasknown of Dr. MaherandDr. Hosacks’s
concernsregardingthesematters,it conspicuouslyfailed to consultthesetwo biologistsin
preparingtheBA, asrequiredby 50 C.F.R. § 402.12(0(2).
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Basedon all theevidenceconcerningtheaffects theAir Force’sactivities arehaving on
this extremelyimperilled species,theonly reasonableconclusionthe Servicecan reachis that
ongoingmilitary activitieson the GoldwaterRangearejeopardizingthe continuedexistenceof
thepronghornin violation of Section7 of theEndangeredSpeciesAct, 16 U.S.C. § 1536.
Consequently,we urgethe FWSto rejecttheAir Force’srequestthat theServiceconcurwith the
BA’s “no adverseaffect” conclusion,and to renderajeopardyopinionat theconclusionofformal
consultation.

Sincerely,

HowardB. Crystal

t/h~V~7~
KatherineA. Meyer

cc: NancyKaufman,FWS Region2, RegionalDirector
BrucePalmer,FWS ArizonaEcologicalServices,SectionCoordinatorfor Birds and

Mammals
Bill Austin, FWSArizona Ecological Services,Fish andWildlife Biologist
Col. David L. White, Luke USAF Base,Directorof RangeManagement
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Kathleen A. McGinty, Director
White House Office on Enviromnental Policy
360 Old Executive Bldg.
Washington, DC 20501

Dear Director McGinty;

Please oppose and work to~ stop the U.S... Air Force’s
continuing bombing in southwestern Arizona’s Sonoran Desert that
jeopardizes the endangered Sonoran pronghorn antelopes.

There are only about 420 to 550 of these Sonoran
pronghorn left. Between about 120 and 250 of these endangered
animals survive in the United States, and Mexico has a population
of about 300.

I am outraged that the U.S. Air Force acts as if it is
not covered by the Endangered Species Act, nor responsible to the
vast majority of taxpayers who support the protection of endangered
species.

The U.S. Air Force should immediately end its low-level
supersonic flights and bomb practice in areas where the endangered
Sonoran pronghorn may be present. This species’ population is so
low and vulnerable that even a few accidental deaths at the hands
of the U.S. Air Force would be ecologically, legally, and morally
irresponsible.

Thank you very much for considering my input.

Sincerely,

129 East Fairview Avenue, Apt. 2
Glendale,. CA 91207


